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Half way through our first half term!

Where does the time go? It’s been four weeks since we started back at school and what a week it’s been! We have
now fully embraced our new West End Way and are looking forward to the rest of the year ahead. Thank you all for
participating in our first ever TT Rockstars event this week! We loved seeing everyone’s outfits and the smiles on
everyone’s faces — we're not sure who was more excited — the staff or the children!

Make sure to ask your child about the BIG surprise! It was truly spectacular to witness.

Also — we are now live on Facebook! Make sure to follow, like and leave us some wonderful comments. Search for
West End Academy.

Year 4, 5 and é Christmas Carol Concert Confirmed!

We are pleased to confirm that a date has been set for our Year 4, 5 and 6 Carol Concert. More information
will be sent in due course, but for now, add Tuesday |5t December at 1:45pm to your diaries. To make this a
truly festive event, our children will be performing their carols in the church and families will be invited to join us.

PE Kit - Parent Survey

You should have received a quick survey regarding children attending school in their PE kits on PE days. Please take a
few seconds to read the information and cast your vote by clicking ‘yes’ or ‘no.” This will help us to decide on what
to do after half term. The survey will stay live until Friday 9t October, so have your say and we’ll share the results
with you before half term.

Pupil Premium and Free School Meals: Check Your Eligibility

From September 2026, changes have been made to Free School Meal eligibility. However, children in Reception,
Year | and Year 2 will continue to receive a Universal Infant Free School Meal regardless of family
circumstances.

Even if your child already receives a universal free school meal in these year groups, it is still important to apply if
you think you may be eligible. This helps the school secure additional Pupil Premium funding, which is used to
provide extra support and opportunities for children.

What's changed?

Until August 2026, pupils who became eligible for Free School Meals from April 2018 continued to receive them
even if their family's circumstances changed. These transitional protections ended on 31 August 2026.

From September 2026:
o Eligibility will be reviewed annually.
¢ More families may now qualify under the expanded criteria.
e Some families may need to submit a new application or reapply.

There are now two categories of Free School Meals:
Targeted Free School Meals
e Available to pupils from households receiving Universal Credit with annual earnings of £7,400 or less
(excluding benefits).
e This entitlement provides free school meals and may attract Pupil Premium funding
Expanded Free School Meals
e Available to pupils from households receiving Universal Credit with annual earnings of £7,401 or more.
e This entitlement provides free school meals but does not attract Pupil Premium funding.

Why should | apply?

If you are eligible for Targeted Free School Meals, the school may receive additional Pupil Premium funding

to support your child's education. This funding helps schools provide targeted interventions, resources, enrichment

opportunities and additional support to improve outcomes for pupils.

If you think you may qualify, would like more information, or your circumstances have recently changed, please visit:
https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools/free-school-meals

If you would like support with an application or are unsure whether you qualify, please contact Mrs Scott in the

school office, who will be happy to assist you in confidence.

Please note: Even if your child is in Reception, Year | or Year 2 and already receives a free school meal through the

Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme, we strongly encourage eligible families to apply so that the school can access any

additional funding available to support children.

Exciting times ahead for Year 3 and Year 4

We are very pleased to announce that our first | night residential for Year 3 and Year 4 children will be taking place
on 22 and 234 April 2027. Take a look at https://www.thisgreenmoon.com/residentials/ to find out more about this
exciting opportunity! More information will be shared with parents soon and we hope as many children as possible
will attend.

Have a wonderful weekend everyone!
Kind Regards,

The West End Team
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