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Dear Parents and Carers,

| am writing to share with you that, after 13 years of dedicated service to West
End Academy, Chris Johnson has taken the decision to resign from his role as
Headteacher at the end of this academic year.

Chris has given an enormous amount to the school during his time at West End
Academy. Under his leadership, the school has gone from strength to strength,
with consistently high standards, a strong culture of care and ambition for
children, and a commitment to ensuring pupils receive an exceptional education.

Most recently, this was recognised through the school’s Ofsted inspection in
November 2024, where inspectors noted that pupils at West End Academy
‘receive an exceptional education”, that the school has “extremely high ambitions
for its pupils”, and that pupils “achieve highly”. The report also recognised the
calm, happy culture of the school, the strength of the curriculum and the
excellent support provided to families and the wider community.

On behalf of everyone across Waterton Academy Trust, | would like to thank
Chris for his commitment, leadership and service to the children, families and
staff of West End Academy over such a significant period of time. We know that
parents and carers will join us in wishing him every success and happiness in the
next chapter of his career.

As a school within Waterton Academy Trust, arrangements for the appointment
of a new headteacher have been overseen through a rigorous recruitment and
selection process.

Following this process, we are delighted to confirm that a new Headteacher, Mrs
Zoe Baker, has been appointed and will take up post in September 2026.

Zoe brings over 17 years of experience in primary education and is currently
Deputy Headteacher at Jump Primary Academy, where she has played a key role
in driving school improvement, raising standards and supporting pupils, staff and
families. She has also recently served as Co-Headteacher at Thurlstone Primary
School, further developing her leadership experience across two school
communities. Zoe is an approachable, caring and ambitious leader who believes
that children’s wellbeing, happiness and success should sit at the heart of every
decision.
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Over the coming months there will be a careful and planned handover to ensure
continuity and stability for pupils, staff and families. The new Headteacher is also
very keen to meet parents and carers and will be arranging opportunities to do
so during the new academic year.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of West End Academy and
Waterton Academy Trust.

Yours sincerely,

Dave Dickinson

Chief Executive Officer
Waterton Academy Trust
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